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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see pre-appeal, filed November 23, 2007, with respect to 
Claim 1 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The final office action of July 
18, 2007 has been withdrawn and the following office action is a non-final office action 
based on the Daniels (2005/0055717) in view of Barton (US 6,233,389). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been, obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 6-11, 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable by Daniels et al (US 2005/0055717) in view of Barton (US 6,233,389). 
[claim 1] 

In regard to Claim 1 Daniels et al discloses a method of digital video program 
reproduction within defined premises, said method comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving a plurality of electronic audio-visual programs (Figure 5 receiving 
means 12 as described in paragraph 0117-0121 receives various A/V programs); 

b) storing said programs in memory (Paragraph 0121 records the program into 
the centralized recording area of element 14 in Figure 5); 
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c) providing a first program reproduction device and a second reproduction 
device adapted to reproduce programs for viewers/users (Figure 13a-d shows 
various reproduction devices used to reproduce the program from the centralized 
storage as further described in Paragraphs 0206-0212); 

d) networking said memory and said program reproduction devices (Paragraphs 
0017-0018 and paragraphs 0182-0184 describes the networking of the memory 
and the reproduction devices); 

e) selecting a program (Paragraphs 0017-0019 describes the selecting of 
programs from the user to view, record, or reproduce as further seen in Figure 5). 

f) the ability to control reproduction of said selected program among the first and 
second reproduction devices so that, at the selection of a viewer, said 
reproduction of said selected program is seamless between said reproduction 
devices (Paragraphs 0017-0020 describes the control reproduction of a selected 
program as additionally in paragraphs 0214-0216 that describes the video-on- 
request feature from the centralized memory to each reproduction device as 
further seen in Figure 14. Furthermore, it is disclosed a pause can occur on the 
program by the viewer as described in Paragraph 0062 and paragraphs 0074- 
0078). 

However, fails to disclose the command from user to the first reproduction device 
having the live-pause event of the reproduction of the selected program and the 
second reproduction device may resume reproduction of the selected program. 
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Barton teaches the ability to have multiple reproduction devices as seen in Figure 
2 and described in Column 4 Lines 15-33. Additionally, the system, allows for pausing 
and other commands for the video stream as discussed in Column 6 Lines 47+. The 
ability to contain multiple reproduction devices and commands such as pausing live tv 
allows for the user to have full control over the system. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the method 
of digital reproduction, as disclosed by Daniels, and further incorporate a system that 
has multiple reproduction devices and controls for the video data such as live pause, as 
disclosed by Barton, 
[claim 2] 

In regard to Claim 2, Daniels discloses a method wherein said reproduction devices 
contemporaneously display said selected program (Figure 5 shows the choice of two or 
more reproduction devices for display purposes), 
[claim 3] 

In regard to Claim 3, Daniels discloses a system wherein the system each said 
reproduction device is designated to have, as part of a hierarchy, a control ranking, of 
first and second reproduction devices (Paragraph 0205-0210 describes the control 
rankings of the reproduction devices based on VOD selections); during control conflicts, 
the reproduction device attempting to control playback having the highest control 
ranking, controls the reproduction of said selected program (Paragraphs 0073-0079 
describes the reproduction devices response to the system based on the pause display 
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commands and the controlling of the reproduction devices and further seen in Figure 
16). 

[claim 6] 

In regard to Claim6 Daniels discloses a method wherein comprising the steps of: 

• viewing a selected program via a first reproduction device (Figure 16 shows 
process of transmitting of the selected program to a reproduction device ) 

• establishing a pause point (Figure 16 step four shows a VOR selection (i.e. 
pause) from the user); 

• pausing the playback of said selected program via said first reproduction device; 
and resuming the playback of said selected program via a second reproduction 
device from said pause point (Paragraphs 0015-0122 describes the pausing of 
the second reproduction device based on the pause point); 

• resuming the playback of the selected program via a second reproduction device 
(Paragraphs 0122-0125 describes the playback of video based on the second 
reproduction device being used for playback as further seen in Figure 16 wherein 
the method of determine the proper reproduction device is shown). 

[claim 7] 

In regard to Claim 7 Daniels discloses a method wherein the first and second 
reproduction devices are capable of reproducing a selected program independently 
(Paragraphs 0215 describes the method of selecting and reproducing programs 
independently), 
[claim 8] 
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In regard to Claim 8, the claimed limitations have been rejected as seen in Claim 1. 
[claim 9] 

In regard to Claim 9, Daniels discloses wherein said memory is subsumed by a 
server (Figure 5 shows the use of the memory wherein it is further shown in Figure 13a- 
d the use of video on demand servers for instant transmission of data programs), 
[claim 10] 

In regard to Claim 10, the claimed limitations have been rejected as seen in Claim 2. 
[claim 11] 

In regard to Claim 1 1 , the claimed limitations have been rejected as seen in Claim 3. 
[claim 14] 

In regard to Claim 14, the claimed limitations have been rejected as seen in Claim 6. 
[claim 15] 

In regard to Claim 15, the claimed limitations have been rejected as seen in Claim 7. 

Claims 4 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
by Daniels (US 2005/0055717) in view of Barton (US 6,233,389) in further view of Block 
(US 4,675,757). 
[claims 4 & 12] 

In regard to Claims 4 and 12, Daniels in view of Barton, discloses a method in Claim 1, 
however, fails to disclose the steps of: 

• designating one reproduction device as a master device; 

• designating other reproduction devices as slave devices; and 
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during control conflicts involving the master device and slave devices, allowing 
the master reproduction device to control playback of said selected program. 
Block discloses a system wherein the reproduction devices are master and slave 
devices as seen in Figure 1 and described in Column 4 Lines 13+. Block teaches the 
master and slave devices allow a method of having various recording apparatus to 
control reproducing and playback of programs. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the reproduction devices, as disclosed by 
Daniels, and further incorporate a system that provides master and slave reproduction 
devices, as described by Block. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Dunlap (US 5,177,618). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamie Vent whose telephone number is 571-272-7384. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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